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Bright skies in München gave way to cold and rain in Augsburg on the opening day of the 14th RWVI Congress, held in the Dorient Hotel.  In excess of 160 delegates gathered with undampened enthusiasm for the fare to follow - a programme commencing at 9.00 a.m., concluding at midnight.

The meeting of Chairpersons was opened by esteemed President, Josef Lienhart, now head of 138 Societies world-wide, with in excess of 38,000 members.  Chairs of new Societies:  Deli, Halle, Perth and Zagreb were introduced and welcomed, as were new Chairs of existing Societies.

Agenda matters discussed were:

The Singing Competition for Wagner Voices in Bayreuth 2003, and the competition planned for Venice, 2006.  Delegates were briefed on the competition for Stage Design to be held in Graz, Austria, 2005, the registration deadline for which is August 9th, 2004.  Reports on activities of RWVI were presented by Herr Lienhart and the Treasurer.  Payment of the Annual Subscription using IBAN was explained, in French, English and German using overhead projection.  There were lots of speeches from the top table, and floor, in a very good-natured and friendly atmosphere.  Help as ever was readily available for delegates with little German.

A very pleasant lunch followed the meeting, after which VIP buses were laid on to take delegates to places like:  Füssen, Hohenschwangeu Castle, Linder Hof Castle and Kirchheim.  For those who took the excursion to Kirchheim, the highlight of the day was a concert by Stefan Mickish, Pianist, held in the beautiful surroundings of the Zedersaal of the Fugger Castle at Kirchheim.  Stefan played his own adaptations and arrangements from Tristan und Isolde on the grand piano, which would have impressed both Franz Liszt and Richard Wagner.

On Saturday morning, May 22nd, 2004, the delegates re-assembled in the Goldenersaal of the City Hall, for a speech of welcome from the Mayor Dr. Paul Wengert.  At 2.00 p.m. a seminar was held on “Richard Wagner, his Life and his Work”.  A question posed was did Richard Wagner write primarily for men?  The consensus was that he wrote for women and men!  Later in the evening a festival performance of “Tannhaüser” was performed at the Augsburg Theatre, Dresden version.  I can well imagine that the Great Master, Richard Wagner, would take issue with this description given what was to happen after the prelude!  Poor Venus was strangled by a manic Tannhaüser in Act 1 then removed like a sack of potatoes by the ensemble, not to appear again in Act III in any shape i.e., flesh, spirit or voice.  I missed her screams, as a cue to the chorale finale.  This aside, the production was musically and vocally fine.  Tannhaüser’s treatment by the virtuous in Act II was cruel;  he was led by a rope around his neck then branded by a red-hot iron before being sent out into a snow storm - very modern!!  The virtuous then toasted their night’s work, as the curtain was pulled across the stage by Wolfram Von Eschenbach.  Act III, like the preceeding Acts I and II was out of the modern film version of Romeo and Juliet.  Some distinguished Wagnerians were in the audience, including Frau Verena Lafference-Wagner.  Whilst overall the evening was enjoyable, the absence of Venus from the Third Act spoiled it somewhat.

On Sunday morning we re-visited Augsburg Theatre for speeches from the Mayor of Bayreuth and the Mayor of Augsburg. The Philharmonikor Chor, Augsburg, sang the chorale from Meistersänger and pieces by J. Brahms and Robert Schumann.  Josef Leinhart, President of RWVI, presented Gold RWV insignias to the organisers of the 14th RWVI Congress:  Dr. Martha Schad and Frau Hilde Lutz, Augsburg.  The morning concluded with pieces from L. Von Beethoven and Richard Strauss (Zueignung).

The afternoon commenced with a Festival Dinner in the Congress Hall foyer.  Over 800 persons were in attendance i.e., delegates and guests.  I was seated at a table with representatives from Florida, Edinburgh, New York, Copenhagen and Venezuela.  During the meal “historic women of Augsburg” displayed traditional costumes worn over the centuries.

The Congress concluded with a Festival Concert with the Swabian Youth Symphony Orchestra.  The programme included Richard Wagner’s overture in D Minor;  Franz Listz’s Concerto for Piano and Orchestra in E Sharp Major and Anton Bruckner’s Symphony No. 3 in D Minor, dedicated to Richard Wagner.  As in Copenhagan, ‘Auf Wiedersehens’ were exchanged, as we prepared to return home from a very well organised and successful Congress.

Christopher McQuaid,

Chair,

The Wagner Society of Ireland.

Note:
The 15th International Richard Wagner Congress will be held in Leipzig from May 4th - 8th, 2005.

